
Issue #4: Amount of Parking 
Description of Issue 
For decades zoning codes have outlined parking minimums, which require a 
minimum number of parking spaces for a specific use, but allow developers to 
build more if they choose. One of the issues with parking minimums is that they 
are not based in science, but rather on a perceived need.  
 
This has resulted in a number of unintended consequences:  
1) Places are over parked, meaning there is way more parking than what is needed 

even during peak periods,  
2) Large areas of land used for parking increase storm water runoff,  
3) Places with a large amount of parking become hostile environments for 

pedestrians,  
4) Large parking areas often with limited landscaping are generally unpleasant 

places, and  
5) More paved area adds to the urban heat island effect. 

What approaches interest you? 
Possible Approach Interested Not Interested 

Encourage shared parking in pedestrian-
oriented neighborhoods, which promote 
a “park once” environment. “Park once” 
means  parking your car in one location 
and using other means (e.g. walking) to 
get to multiple desired destinations in a 
neighborhood 

In urban, pedestrian-oriented 
neighborhoods, reduce the amount of 
on-site parking required as part of 
development projects 

Citywide, reduce the amount of on-site 
parking required as part of development 
projects 

Enhance standards that require 
landscaping or low fencing between 
parking lots and sidewalks 

Incorporate bicycle parking into new 
developments to encourage alternative 
modes of transportation for residents, 
employees, and visitors 

Relationship to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, EnvisionCR 
 

Guiding Principles • Create a healthy and desirable place to live. 
• Connect all parts of the city. Integrate land uses and encourage pedestrian-scaled design.  
 
 

Goals 
• StrengthenCR Goal 2. Improve the quality and identify of neighborhoods and key corridors.  
• ConnectCR Goal 4. Improve the function and appearance of our key corridors.  
• GreenCR Goal 1. Be stewards for the environment, promoting economic and social growth while restoring the 

relationship between the city and the natural environment.  
• ProtectCR Goal 1. Protect Cedar Rapids from flooding and other hazards. 
 
 
 
 

Example of on-site parking with  multiple unoccupied spaces.  

Example of on-street parking. 
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